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 The Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for Geography 101 (Physical Geography) are as 
follows: 
 
 A. Analyze various meteorological and geomorphological phenomena. Evaluate cause 
      and effect relationships. Interpret maps and charts. 
 B. Develop a vocabulary that incorporates terms specific to physical geography and earth 
      systems. 
 C. Develop an appreciation and knowledge of physical landscapes, leading to a better 
      understanding of global environmental challenges.  
  
 A survey consisting of six questions was given during the first week of instruction; the 
same questionnaire was administered the last week of class. Strongly agree, agree, disagree, and 
strongly disagree were the available responses for each statement. There was no neutral/don’t 
know option. Students were reassured that there were no “right” or “wrong” answers and that the 
survey had no impact on their final course grades. A copy of the questionnaire can be found at 
the end of this document. 
 
 There was some overlap between the survey questions and the official SLOs. Basically, 
survey questions 1 (map reading), 3 (physical geography news), 4 (weather), and 5 (landforms) 
addressed SLO A (meteorological and geomorphological phenomena). Question 2 (terms) dealt 
with SLO B (vocabulary/terms). Questions 3 (physical geography news) and 6 (environmental 
issues) applied to SLO C (environmental issues).  
 
 The pre-class and post-class results are shown in Figures 1 through 12. In all cases, there 
was a dramatic shift from those in the disagree/strongly disagree (lacking competence) 
categories at the beginning of the semester to those in the agree/strongly agree categories at the 
completion of the course. 
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Figure 1 – Pre-class results for Question 1 (map reading). The results were nearly split fifty-fifty 
(agree/strongly agree vs. disagree/strongly disagree). Total responses = 37 in all pre-class 
surveys. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 2 – Post-class results for Question 1 (map reading). Only one student disagreed with 
having acquired map reading skills upon completion of the course. Total responses = 18 in all 
post-class surveys. 
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Figure 3 – Pre-class results for Question 2 (terms). Over 90% were not proficient in 
understanding terminology specific to physical geography. This question had the lowest 
percentage of agree/strongly agree responses. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4 – Post-class results for Question 2 (terms). About 78% of the students felt that they had 
a good comprehension of the terminology (or answered agree/strongly agree). 
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Figure 5 – Pre-class results for Question 3 (physical geography news). Over two-thirds selected 
disagree/strongly disagree on this question. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 6 – Post-class results for Question 3 (physical geography news). Well over 80% felt well-
informed after completing the class; none of those surveyed strongly disagreed with the 
statement.  
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Figure 7 – Pre-class results for Question 4 (weather). Nearly three-quarters of the respondents 
did not feel proficient with this topic; only one strongly agreed (was most accomplished). Most 
students find meteorology the most difficult topic of the course. 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 8 – Post-class results for Question 4 (weather). Well over 90% believed they had an 
understanding of the basics of weather; none of those surveyed strongly disagreed. 
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Figure 9 – Pre-class results for Question 5 (landforms). Similar to Question 4 (weather), most 
students (70%) began the class inexperienced in topics dealing with geomorphology. 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 10 – Post-class results for Question 5 (landforms). Only 11% did not feel proficient in this 
subject; none strongly disagreed with having acquired proficiency. 
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Figure 11 – Pre-class results for Question 6 (environmental issues). Approximately 20% entered 
the class with a good awareness of this subject (selected agree on the survey form). 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure 12 – Post-class results for Question 6 (environmental issues). Close to 90% of the 
students felt well-informed concerning environmental problems and concerns.  
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GEOG 101 
Physical  Geography 
S. Hannes      ____________________________________ 
               NAME 
Read each of the following statements and circle the number of the response that most applies to you. 
Remember that this is not an exam; there are no right or wrong answers. This survey has no impact on 
your final course grade. 
 
       1. I am a very skilled map reader. If the GPS navigator broke in my car, I could use a map to find my 
 way, interpreting map scale and map symbols. I am also familiar with topographic maps, using 
 them when I go hiking or mountain biking. I would never get “lost in the woods” if I had the 
 appropriate topo map with me. 
  
 1  =  strongly agree   2  = agree              3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       2. I can define most of the following terms: perihelion, solstice, troposphere, anticyclone, 
 orographic precipitation, cold front, subarctic climate, xerophytes, tundra, soil horizon, 
 metamorphic rock, caldera, creep, yazoo stream, playa, cirque, drumlin, spit, and doline. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree       2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       3. I often feel like somewhat of an expert regarding news stories about how events in the physical 
 landscape such as hurricanes and earthquakes influence people as well as how human activities 
 affect our physical environment (e.g., human-induced climate change). 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       4. When I watch the weather report on the TV news or check the weather on the internet, I 
 understand the details of the forecast. Changes in the barometric pressure, the location of high 
 and low pressure systems, the type and movement of clouds, and the type and location of 
 weather fronts all make sense to me. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       5. No matter where I am, I can identify many of the landforms around me and I can describe the 
 processes that created the landforms. I see more in the terrain than just simple terms such as 
 mountain, hill, or plain.  
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
 
       6. I feel very confident in describing the fundamental processes and components of the natural 
 world such as the atmosphere, soils, landforms, and plants and animals. I can also make 
 decisions about environmental issues such as global warming , earthquake hazards, and soil 
 degradation. 
 
 1  =  strongly agree   2  =  agree          3  =  disagree       4  =  strongly disagree 
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